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Canadiana Collections: Content

Digitized monographs, serials, 
government publications, and maps

Canadiana

Digitized microfilm of archival primary-
source materials from Library and 
Archives Canada

Héritage



Héritage Collection

• Partnership with Library and Archives Canada (LAC)

• “C”, “H” and “T” series of LAC microfilm

• 42+ million pages;  25,000+ reels, 900 collections

• Still going: 482,731 pages added over the past year



ICR Pilot Project



Discovery challenges

Digitized microfilm
• Limited finding aids/indexes
• Limited metadata
• Limited search capabilities
• Lots of handwriting means no 

OCR, no full text search



Solution: Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR)

Uses AI to perform character recognition

Can be used on handwritten materials

Environmental scan conducted in Fall 2022



Solution: Transkribus

Produced by READ-COOP

Used by researchers/historians working with parts of the Héritage 
collection

Initial sample sent for testing
1-2% error rate for typewritten materials
5-7% error rate for handwritten materials

Next step: pilot project



Implementing: ICR Pilot Project

Partnership with LAC

Full scope: 2 million images

Began in March 2023

Initial batch of 600K+

Additional 500K identified

~1 million images to be identified



Why RG-10?

High priority collection

Heavily used

Lots of handwritten content

Supports claims researchers

Variety of document types/quality



First Batch: Departmental Letterbooks

Handwritten: consistent writing and format

Used for a variety of research topics

Limited metadata

Time period, 1871-1929 (low risk of sensitive content)

Some existing transcription data for model training



Initial results:
Out of the box



Initial results:
Comparison of 
two models



Before and after



ICR Pilot Project: Next Steps

Transmit Transmit additional image files to READ-COOP

Load Load ALTO XML/PDFs onto Héritage platform

Review In partnership with LAC, perform block review

Receive Receive initial results for verification/quality control

Training Complete initial model training for Letterbooks



We need your help!

We still have approximately 1 million more images for the pilot, so suggestions are welcome!

Identified series include:
• Annuity paylists
• Census records
• Black series
• Thousand series
• Red series

And if you have transcriptions or are willing to correct transcriptions

Email: jfriedman@crkn.ca



Beyond ICR



PDiiif: Custom PDF downloads from Héritage

• pdiiif.jbaiter.de
• Instructions: crkn-rcdr.ca/en/ 

navigating-collections
• Images only, no OCR

pdiiif.jbaiter.de
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/navigating-collections
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/navigating-collections


Coming soon… improved search results display



crkn-rcdr.ca

Thank you! Questions?

jfriedman@crkn.ca


