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• Welcome & Context

• How does Genealogy Help with 
Claims Research?

• Key Applications
1. Annuity Compensation & Recalculation
2. Population Reconstruction

– Methods & Cross-Checking (short interlude)

3. Cultural Loss & Intergenerational Harm
4. Unmarked Burials & Missing Children

– Anonymized Case

5. Section 10 Membership Codes

• Why Genealogy Makes Claims Work

• Q&A

Agenda



Alex Tryhub, PhD (History) 

Research Associate, Genealogy

• Professional genealogist since 2005 (20+ 
years)

• 500+ projects across Europe, Asia, North 

America

• Flagship: regional population 
reconstruction — 1 town + 8 villages, 
~7,000 people, 1670–1780; first of its 

kind in Ukraine

• Author/editor of 9 books and 36 first-
author publications

• Canada focus: evidence-based lineage 
for First Nations’ specific claims

NGS • OGS (Ontario Ancestors) • BCGS • AGS

Meet Alex



Meet Cheyenne

Cheyenne Smith, MPH 

Managing Partner, Negotiations

• Has worked in Specific Claims since 2017

• Manages specific claims negotiations 
relating to unfulfilled treaty promises for 

First Nations in BC and Alberta

• Specializes in community engagement 
that informs specific claims negotiation 
process

• Supports Nations through settlement 
ratification and implementation 
processes

• Works with Alex to coordinate community 
involvement at every step of genealogy 
research process



Genealogy underpins many First Nations 
claims. It is commonly used to:

• Link Individuals → Families →
Population at Key Dates 
(treaty/policy rules)

• Annuity Compensation & 
Recalculation

• Population Reconstruction

• Cultural Loss & Intergenerational 
Harm

• Unmarked Burials & Missing 
Children

• Establishing & Maintaining Section 
10 Membership Codes

How Does Genealogy Help with Claims Work?



Key Applications of Genealogy

1. Annuity Compensation & 
Recalculation

• Identifying individuals 
excluded from historical 
annuity records

• Reconstructing kinship 
networks to calculate unpaid 
annuities and accrued 
interest

• Providing lineage-based 
documentation for both 
individual and collective 
compensation claims

2. Land Entitlement & Population 
Reconstruction

• Reconstructing historical 
population counts

• Documenting excluded 
families and migration 
patterns

• Producing demographic 
reports to support land 
entitlement claims and other 
population-based claims



Key Applications of Genealogy

3. Cultural Loss & Intergenerational 
Harm

• Tracing how government 
policies severed family ties 
and community roles

• Documenting 
intergenerational loss of 
language, culture, and 
traditional knowledge

• Providing evidence for 
cultural restitution, trauma-
informed healing programs, 
and class action litigation

4. Unmarked Burials & Missing 
Children

• Reconstructing family trees 
to support identification and 
repatriation efforts

• Bridging historical gaps 
where burial or school 
records are missing

• Collaborating with families 
and communities in culturally 
respectful and trauma-
informed ways



Key Applications of Genealogy

5. Establishing & Maintaining 
Section 10 Membership Codes

• Confirm their own 
membership lists

• Develop lineage packages

• Research support for 
reinstatement requests and 
appeals

• Have access to expert 
testimony and 
documentation for complex 
or disputed cases



Key Sources

• Treaty annuity paylists

• Indian Affairs records 
(RG 10)

• Treaty texts

• Enfranchisement files

• Censuses 

• Oral Histories

• Vital statistic records 
(birth, death, marriage 
records) 

• Surveyor diaries

• Parish/mission registers

• School/residency records

• Nation held membership 
files



Where to find key records (Canada)

• Treaty & Indian Affairs:
Library and Archives Canada (LAC) — RG 10; CIRNAC regional offices; treaty annuity/paylists 
(microfilm/online); treaty texts & adhesions (LAC + provincial archives)

• Vital statistics:
Provincial/Territorial Vital Statistics agencies; provincial archives (e.g., PAA, SAB, Archives of 
Manitoba, BC Archives, Archives of Ontario)

• Church & mission records:
Diocesan archives (Catholic, Anglican, United Church); religious orders (e.g., Oblates OMI); parish 
offices

• Schools / Residential schools:
NCTR (records & registers); LAC RG 10 school files; provincial archives (education departments) 

• Cemeteries & death care:
Municipal cemetery offices & plot books; parish burial registers; undertaker/mortuary ledgers 
(provincial archives); coroner/medical examiner files

• Censuses & enumerations:
LAC census collections; provincial/municipal enumerations; treaty paylists as de-facto counts

• Newspapers & community sources:
Local papers/obits; community newsletters

• Oral history with Elders



Cross-Checking Records: Avoiding Duplicates & 

Misattribution

Why it Matters
The same person can appear under 
multiple names/spellings across sources 
→ risk of double counting or wrong 
merges

Method (family-by-family 
crosswalk)
• Match dates & places; build 

event/residence timelines

• Match relationships: spouse, 
parents/guardians, children

• Compare informants and 
signatures/marks; add 
occupations, band/house/clan where 
available

Example
• Marriage: appears as Name A (aka 

B, C)

• Death: appears as Name B (aka A, 
C)

• Reconciled via same spouse, same 
parents, matching 
residence/dates, consistent 
informant/signature

Guardrails

• Never merge on name alone

• Require 2+ independent source 
families to confirm an identity

• Keep unresolved duplicates as 
candidates, not facts



Cross-Checking Records: Avoiding 

Duplicates & Misattribution

Challenge:

Documents for the same individual – Philip – appear under multiple name forms across 
vital records:

• Marriage Certificate: Philip Onyande (also listed as Davis, LaGlass)

• Death Registration: Philip Davis (also listed as Onyande, LaGlass)

Genealogical Objective:
To confirm that these records refer to one and the same person, despite 
name/spelling/sequence variations.

Method Used:

• Cross-matching dates, spouse's identity, parents' names, residence

• Linking signatures and informants

• Contextual analysis of regional naming practices and language shifts



Variations in Identity Across Records

Marriage Record: Philip Onyande Death Record: Philip Davis



Variations in Identity Across Records

Death Record for Philip’s 

wife Madeleine (Desjarlais)

Marriage and Death Records for Philip and Madeleine 

son Albert Davis



Anonymized Case: Finding Missing Children

First Nation located in Northern British Columbia

What we’ve found so far:  
• ≥18 documented placements 

of children in residential schools 
(18 months)

• ≥9 documented deaths across 
independent sources

Why is this significant?
• Canada previously denied any 

children were taken from this 
First Nation

• These instances are not listed in 
the National Student Memorial 
Register (as of October 2025)

How did we verify this 

information?

• School registers 

(admission/attendance, 
discharge)

• Indian Affairs files (RG10)

• Vital statistics (civil 
registrations)

• Ecclesiastical burial records

• Parish / mission materials



Why Genealogy is Useful to Claims Work

• Re-establishes connections:
individuals → families →
population at the dates that 
matter

• Produces defensible 
outputs: eligibility schedules 
and verified population counts

• Measures impact: unpaid 
annuities & interest, land 
shortfalls, multi-generation 
cultural loss, etc. 

• Opens doors: fills gaps and 
corrects the record



Dr. Alex Tryhub

Research Associate, Genealogy, HCG
atryhub@thehavlikgroup.com

Cheyenne Smith

Managing Partner, Negotiations, HCG
csmith@thehavlikgroup.com

Thank you!
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