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FNDDS = First Nations Digital Document 
Source

Centralized collection of documents made 
available online for land claims research in the 
Canadian context

Primary and secondary sources that can be 
made publicly available: e.g., Statutes, Reserve 
schedules, Court decisions, Treaties, Royal 
Commissions, Public access archival materials, 
National Claims Research Workshop materials

FNDDS is owned collectively by the Claims 
Research Units (CRUs); maintained and hosted 
by UBCIC

FNDDS Overview



UBCIC Resources
1970s & 2025

1969 – UBCIC Created

Early 1970s – Beginnings of UBCIC claims 
research activities and consolidation of 
resources

1999 approx. – National Aboriginal Document 
Database (NADD) developed and managed by 
Six Nations

2005 – Research Directors from CRUs request 
UBCIC develop and host online database for 
mutual use of First Nations lands rights 
researchers

2007 – UBCIC Resource Centre creates the 
FNDDS

History & Context



NADD 
landing page 
(top);
FNDDS in 
Greenstone 
(below)

2007-2024 Greenstone used for public access

FNDDS created using Greenstone Digital 
Library Software: meant for building and 
distributing digital library collections; open 
source; Dublin Core compliant metadata

Late 2010s, maintenance issues and not able 
to take advantage of developments in 
technology

Never fully achieved goal of accepting 
documents from other CRUs in an ongoing 
way 

History of the FNDDS

FNDDS initial collection: documents inherited from 
the National Aboriginal Document Database (NADD)



Legacy iterations of the FNDDS

The former FNDDS homepage until 2024

• Browse by organization, record type, subject (assigned by staff, 
enhanced when possible, or came with the NADD import)



Legacy iterations of the FNDDS

Former FNDDS search page and 
results search



Migration and Revitalization

2020 to present UBCIC Library and 
Archives began a migration and 
integration project for all the digital 
collections in our care (managed 
using Omeka S)

2024 public soft-launch



Migration and Revitalization

Item searching and 
management across the 
two interfaces



Migration and Revitalization

contribute 
information

download metadata

bookmark items

submit tags



Features

• Contributions
• Tags
• User accounts and bookmarks
• Metadata management (descriptive, 

preservations, rights….)
• Interrelated resources and metadata about 

those relationships



Features

Bookmark in context 
of current bookmarks

Bookmarks page

Bookmark selection 
(right column on browser, 
last selection on mobile)

move/remove items

folders

batch download



Features

Admin view

Public view

set visibility of metadata

user tags and 
contributions



Features

admin review

collected data

published 
record

contribution 
form



FNDDS.ubcic.bc.ca
Directs to collection home page

Melissa Adams & Syr Reifsteck
Union of BC Indian Chiefs Library & 
Archives
Library@ubcic.bc.ca

QR code directly links to 
account creation 
webpage

Thank for being a part of the 
continuing evolution of the FNDDS!
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