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Semá:th X̱ó:tsa





New Focus + New 
Evidence

Opportunity for new archival sources + 
incorporating oral history

-Library and Archives Canada John A 
Macdonald correspondence analysis 

-Incorporating Sema:th TUOS material 
in the specific claim.



TUOS (2016-2021) 
Overview: Goals, Activities 

and Deliverables

• Record and map the resources used, accessed and occupied 
by Semá:th community members; change over time

• Create a more complete historical record about Semá:th 
based on oral history shared by people

• Vision for future caretaking of the community, land, water 
and air to reflect Semá:th history, culture and protocol

• Assert Semá:th Right and Title

• Celebrate and promote Semá:th cultural identity, knowledge

• Strengthen the capacity of the Semá:th Governance & 
Natural Resources Department to respond to development 
referrals in Semá:th Territory



TUOS Interview Methodology: Understanding Place 
through Sqwélqwel and Sxwōxwiyám 



Senses of Place: 
Examples 

Semá:th Traditional 
Resources

• Swamp tea

• Skunk cabbage-for arthritis

• Thimbleberry

• Saskies

• Cedar

• Frog leaf

• Fruit trees-apple

• Cherries

• Deer

• Bears

• Cascara bark

• Wild Berries (Strawberries, Raspberries, 
Blueberries, Salmonberries)

• Oak wood

• Fish (Salmon, Sturgeon, Oolichan)

• Honey suckle

• Stinging nettle

• Burdock roots Devils club-for bad rash

• Stream/creek

• Ducks

• Bulrush



Senses of Place 
Loss of Land, Resources, 

Impact

I witnessed a heart broken dying race 
of people. They lost their language, their 
culture, they lost their [Sumas] Lake, with the 
fish and everything there. It was all gone.. 
They had a meeting, with the Big Chief here, 
all the Chiefs and people came. They heard the 
Department of Indian Affairs who told them 
they were going to drain this lake and they 
were already working on it. The big Chief got 
up when they were having a meeting among 
themselves he said “Oh don’t worry, white 
man’s crazy they will never drain that 
lake, it’s too big with too much water!” One 
morning they woke up and the water was 
going down like they never ever saw it going 
down before it was drained. They say you can 
smell the valley for miles, fish rotten out 
there.
- Elder Xéyteleq Ray Silver Sr.



Senses of Place 
Place Names

Cultural Historian Sonny Mchalsie (Naxaxalhts’I) described stories he heard 
from Xéyteleq about the meaning of the place name Kw’ekw’e’í:qw: 

Kw’ekw’e’í:qw which is the name of the original Kilgard Village and means 
“sticking up” and it comes from their attachment to Sumas Mountain. 
Sumas flood story was sticking up in the flood. So that’s why 
it’s called Kw’ekw’e’í:qw, but it took on a new meaning in 1927 and ten 
years after because the sturgeon heads were sticking up. The older version 
of Kw’ekw’e’í:qw talks about the Mountain sticking up in the flood. 
The newer version talks about the sturgeon head sticking up out of the 
mud.



TUOS Research Deliverables and Data

INTERVIEWS TOOK 
PLACE 2016-2019

DATA STORAGE AND 
USE

STOLO CONNECT 
DATABASE

CULTURE CODE 
ANALYTICS

STORYMAP DIGITAL 
MAPPING PLATFORM

SEMATH HISTORICAL 
PHOTO COLLECTION





Senses of 
Place: Interactive 
Maps to Illustrate 

Boundaries, protect 
cultural knowledge



Potential Applications for 
TUOS Research

• To further demonstrate impacts of traditional resource 
modification on specific sites/areas such as fishing sites

• To use oral history (sqwélqwel and sxwōxwiyám) for 
context/meaning and understanding of historical and cultural 
impacts of change to traditional resources

• To understand past/present and future uses of specific 
traditional resource sites

• To learn and develop deeper understanding of community 
members experiences with access use and occupation of 
individual, hereditary and community sites

• To take into account the connections between natural and 
cultural resources as a framework for impact analysis

• To learn, incorporate and honour stewardship practices and 
cultural protocols in management of lands resources

• To foster deeper understanding between stakeholders 
working together on critical issues related to traditional 
resource management

• To assert Right and Title in various capacities

• To enrich the historical record with generational experiences 
and truths, shared via oral history



Resurfacing
New Directions 
in Research



VISIONING FOR THE 
FUTURE

Xólhmet te mekw’ stám ít kwelát – 
We must take care of everything 

that belongs to us.

Kristina Hannis

Khannis@ubcic.bc.ca

Meagan Gough 
meagan.gough@sumasfirsnation.com
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