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IR # 6 Tsgewt Water Rights Claim
• 1881 Reserves 

established
• IR # 6 allocated all water 

from Vert Lake for 
irrigation. 

• Water rights never 
acknowledged





Federal  government laid out steps to accept 
claim. 
• Offer Feb 2023 
• Chief and council accepts the 

offer and the conditions of the 
offer including the ballot 
question. 

• Conditions of ratification vote
• 25% + 1 of eligible voters and 

the majority of those voting 
must vote in favor.



Phase 1 Post offer –To 
Ratification Vote 2023-2024

• Settlement Offer February 2023
• Created process from ground up
• Communication with 

membership 
• Ratification vote March 2024
• 510 members voted yes to accept 

the offer and 5 voted no.



Dedicated Website 



Phase II Post Vote 
Process-2024 March 

• Planning for Settlement monies 
• Engagement process 
• Continued communications



Community 
Engagement 

• In person meetings – Hybrid format 
adopted
• At Esk’et and major centers

• Meetings with different groups within 
the community
• Family representatives, Youth,  

Health, departments
• Website: continued the regularly 

scheduled updates 
• Mass emails to Esk’etemc members  

with updates
• Videos from Kukpi7 Robbins 



Community 
Engagement 
Survey Questions 

• What do you think is important to 
consider with respect to planning: 

• for Economic Development? 
• for Education?
• for Culture and Language?
• for Health? 
• for Elders? 
• for Youth? 
• for Social Development? 
• Are there any other areas that have not 

been mentioned that you think are 
important to consider? 

This Photo by Unkno wn Author is licensed under  CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/quacktaculous/3143079032
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Planning Committee review survey responses 2025

• Committee over a period of eight months prepared a report for 
Chief and Council regarding community priorities. Committee 
comprised of volunteers from membership.

• One time disbursement  membership  and minors trust.

• Investment Committee incorporating information from community 
priorities

• A strategic plan developed by Chief and Council from the surveys is 
in final draft.  



Challenges 

• Developing process from ground up.

•   Contacting membership and off reserve 

• Addressing the active online campaign to 

discredit process and leadership.

• Accurate updated membership information 

and cross-referencing membership

• Finding children in care 

• Developing in house expertise

 



Lessons Learned 
• Obtaining membership lists - 

difficulties
• Contacting all membership
• Communication strategy crucial 

with frequent regularly scheduled 
updates for transparency 

• One spokesperson and point of 
contact for questions

• Positive messaging 



Honoring Julianna Johnson 



Kukwstsetsemc

Thank you 
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