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Origins

In 1982, the Manitoba Indian Brotherhood
(Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs) formed TARR
Manitoba to serve communities from Treaties 1 to
5 and Treaties 6 and 10 

Dakota Nations, which are not treaty signatories,
did have claims on our workplan as well 

In our history, 55 (out of 63) communities have
used TARR’s services to pursue their claims 



Administration

TARR is directly accountable to its member First Nations – a
responsibility we take very seriously 

Our board of directors is composed of appointees from eight
Tribal Councils 

TARR’s day-to-day operations are managed by two Directors,
both former full-time researchers with less than 10 years
experience at TARR 

Co-Director’s assumed their new roles in August 2024 and
immediately began making decisions based on SCB’s
priorities (due to time constraints) 



Overview of 
Services

TARR specializes in claims related to TLE, treaty
disparity, illegal rights-of-way and mismanagement of
Band trust funds by Canada (to name few) 

We prepare ‘no cost’ historical research and reports for
communities seeking redress of grievances with federal,
provincial and local governments 

TARR collaborates with lawyers to carefully prepare the
strongest argument to support a community’s claim 

In recent years, we adopted best practices for
compiling evidence and tracking our progress during a
select period (Funding Year) 

TARR MB is one of two CRUs which receive funding
based on a master agreement with CIRNAC 

Our funder – CSI Directorate provides fixed-funding
each fiscal year, but TARR did receive multiyear funding
in previous years



Archive

On & Offsite
Storage

Digitized

800 GB in our Research folder
Historical reports/studies
Oral history projects
Band correspondence 

Microform

51 on site boxes; 314 boxes off-
site 
maps, photos, massive library,
legal and academic journals,
primary source documents;
historical reports,

1021 Microfilm Reels
1000s Microfiches

Treaty Annuity Paylists;
Treaty Annuities;
Townships; Metis Scrip



Treaty Land Entitlements (TLE)

Overview

Addressed Land shortage for Bands based off incorrect DFOS population
1.4 Million Acres of Land to Reserve, $190 Million for land purchases 
29 First Nations: 4 – Island Lake Tribal Council TLE 1994; 21 – Manitoba
Framework Agreement 1997 (6 Have not ratified); 4 Individual Bands,
1994-2009.
1,140,987 Crown Land, 282,123 Private Land to be sold = 1,423,110 Land it
total
669,906 has been covered to Reserve Land. Only 14,347 or Private Land
has been converted to Reserve Land



Treaty Land Entitlements (TLE)



Exclusive funder; annually;
inconsistent 
Timeline - January Application,
First disburnsement not until
July or August

Funding Model

2014-2015: Thompson
Office closure
Reduction of staff 5-1 

2010s Decline

Timeline (quicker time frame)/turn
over; resources (monetary and
professional)
No up front costs to the Band

Competition 
with Law Firms

Inconsistent & 
Persistent Funding Gaps

Non commitment to $12 Million
towards research
CRU vs FN Funding 

Staff turn over and low staff
retention, especially at the
senior management level 
Non-competitive wages

Staff Turnover

Current Climate



FN operated organization/FN
Research Capacity 
Only CRU in Manitoba
Archive
Experience and History with
Manitoba Bands

Conclusion

Where do we go from here? 
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